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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . This application does not contain an abstract of the disclosure as required by 37 
CFR 1.72(b). An abstract on a separate sheet is required. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 2 and 1 1 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper dependent 
form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is required to 
cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper dependent form, or 
rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. 

Claim 2 does not have a further limitation of claim 1 . 
Claim 1 1 does not have a further limitation of claim 10. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. Claim 8 recites the limitation "the shape" in line 1 . There is insufficient antecedent basis 
for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 21 recites the limitation "the ornamental body attachment portion" in line 2. There 
is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

It is not clear what "the body" on line 2 is referred. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign cottntn or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 1-4, 7-16, 18, 20, 21 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Greenwood (U.S. patent 2,595,672). 

Regarding claims 1-2, 4 and 7-8, Greenwood teaches a device (figures 1, 2) that 
comprises a curved body (8 ) adapted to wrap around at least a portion of an ear when the device 
(figures 1, 2) is worn by the wearer. As shown in figures 1-3, the curved body (8) includes an 
earphone connector (9, 11, 12) and an extension (13, 14) from the curved body to connect an 
ornamental body (16). 

Regarding claim 3, Greenwood shows the extension (13, 14) that is forward- facing as 
claimed. 

Regarding claim 9, Greenwood shows the connector (9, 11) that comprises a loop 
(figures 1, 3, 5). 

Regarding claims 10-13, Greenwood teaches a device (figures 1, 2) that comprises an ear 
wrap (8). As shown in figures 1-3, the ear wrap (8) comprises a means (14, col. 2, lines 15-18) 
for attaching an ornamental body (16) and a means (9, 11, 12) for attaching an earphone (5,6). 

Regarding claim 14-15, Greenwood teaches the ornamental body (16) that is permanently 
or removably attached to the ornamental body attachment means or the ornamental body 
attachment portion (14) of the ear wrap (col. 1, lines 9-14 and col. 2, lines 15-18). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/597,02 1 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2615 

Regarding claims 16 and 18, Greenwood teaches a device or a system that comprises an 
ear wrap (8), an earphone (5, 6) and a plurality of ornamental bodies having different shapes 
(col. 1, lines 24-30). As shown in figures 1-3, the ear wrap (8) comprises an earphone 
attachment portion (9, 11, 12) and an ornamental body attachment portion (14). 

Regarding claims 20-2 1 , Greenwood shows a method of using an ornamental ear wrap 
with an earphone by a user (figures 1 , 2). The method of Greenwood comprises wrapping the 
ear wrap (8) about the ear, positioning the earphone (5, 6) adjacent the ear canal and displaying 
the ornamental body (16) adjacent the face when the device (figures 1, 2) is worn by the user. 

Regarding claim 24, Greenwood teaches the method that comprises exchanging the 
ornamental body attached to clamp (8) with another ornamental body (col. 1, lines 24-30). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 5, 6, 17, 19, 22, 23 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Greenwood (U.S. patent 2,595,672). 

Regarding claims 5 and 6, Greenwood does not show a post and a receptacle as claimed. 
However, Greenwood does not restrict to any means for supporting or attaching the ornament 
(col. 1, lines 9-14). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to provide any means for 
supporting or attaching the ornament such as the extension (14) that comprises a post and the 
ornamental body (16) that comprises a receptacle for an alternate choice. 

Regarding claim 17, Greenwood does not teach the butterfly shapes for the ornamental 
bodies (16). However, Greenwood does not limit to the shapes of the ornament (col. 1, lines 28- 
30 and col. 2, lines 17-21). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to provide any shapes for 
the ornamental bodies (16) of Greenwood such as the butterfly shapes for an alternate choice. 

Regarding claim 19, Greenwood docs not specifically teach an in-line microphone. 
However, the examiner takes the Office Notice that providing a microphone in a hearing aid is 
known in the art. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to provide a microphone in 
the hearing aid (5) of Greenwood for better receiving the input signals. 

Regarding claims 22 and 23, Greenwood does not specifically teach the attaching that is 
accomplished before or after the wrapping the ear wrap. However, it would have been obvious 
to one skilled in the art to provide the step of attaching the ornamental body (16) to the 
ornamental body attachment portion (14) before or after the wrapping for the same desired 
purpose of serving to successfully mask the hearing aid from normal view. 

Regarding claim 25, Greenwood does not teach that the earphone (5, 6) is connected to a 
technology device as claimed. However, Greenwood does teach lead-in cord plugs (7) for the 
earphone. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to connect the earphone (5, 
6) to any technology device for better receiving the signal sources. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Strzalkowski (U.S. patent 3,068,954) teaches a hearing aid apparatus in connection with 
hearing aid earpiece mounting. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HUYEN D. LE whose telephone number is (571) 272-7502. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 9:30AM-6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, SINH TRAN can be reached on (571) 272-7564. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 

system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 

like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 

information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/HUYEN D. LE/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2615 

HL 

July 17, 2008 



